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Situations Vacant 


MITCHAM C.L.P.—Applications are invited for the 
post of full-time Secretary-Agent. Salary and 
conditions in accordance with National Agreement. 
Application forms are available from Mr. R. 
Bracken, 54 Bruce Road, Mitcham, Surrey, to whom 
they should be returned not later than 31st May, 
1955. 


FARNWORTH C.L.P.—Applications are invited 
for the post of full-time Secretary-Agent. Salary 
and conditions in accordance with the National 
Agreement. Application forms are obtainable from 
Miss J. Hardy, Maxton Hall, Bridgewater Street, 
Farnworth, Manchester, to whom they must be 
returned not later than 1ith June, 1955. 


WOOD GREEN C.L.P.—Applications are invited 
for the post of full-time Secretary-Agent. Salary 
and conditions in accordance with the National 
Agreement. Application forms available from Mr. 
W. F. Rainbird, Stirling House, 4 Stuart Crescent, 
Wood Green, London, N.22, to whom they should 
be returned not later than June Ist, 1955. 


EAST DUNBARTONSHIRE C.L.P.—Applications 
are invited for the post of full-time Secretary-Agent. 
Salary and conditions in accordance with the 
National Agreement. Application forms obtainable 
from Mr. J. Macgowan, 2 Nethermains Road, 


Milngavie, Dunbartonshire, to whom they must be 
returned not later than Tuesday, 30th June, 1955. 
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MONEY —CASH 
BRASS —TIN 


Call it what you like 
IT’S ALL 


FUNDS $33 


Send for our free -fund-ralsing 
samples, only 3d. postage, to:— 


THE IDEAL PRINTERS 
' 12 Midland Street, HULL 


THE ‘“FUND-RAISING’’ 
SPECIALISTS 


FULL UNION SHOP SINCE 1922 
EST: 1919 
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True 
Partner 


The DAILY HERALD’s 

true part in the great 

election victory of 1945 

was not only during the 

election campaign but the 

consistent long-term sup- 

port it had given to a comprehensive 
philosophy of change. 


Now, 10 years later, with another 
historic Parliamentary election looming 
not far ahead, the part to be played 
by Labour’s daily voice is just as vital 
as its part in the years gone by. 


Tell your neighbours 


DAILY HERALD 
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Organisation will win 


AST month we expressed the view that the Government would be 

compelled to make an announcement about the General Election. 
Sir Anthony Eden has made the announcement and before the end of 
the month a new House of Commons will be elected. 

There can be little complaint about the length of notice, though 
the absence of national newspapers, if the strike continues, will mean 
that this General Election will be fought under unique conditions. The 
electorate, to a large extent, will be compelled to rely on the radio and 
television, and the parties’ own publications and meetings for statements 
of policy. 

In books analysing recent General Elections, the role of the candi- 
date, the agent and the local election machine has been discounted, and 
one author even takes the view that all the work put in at constituency 
level hardly counts in deciding how the elecorate shall vote. 

It is certainly true that the electorate is divided into two great camps, 
but while it would appear that local personalities and conditions count 
for very little at election time, this really is a superficial view to take. 

The electorate is only the sum total ‘of individual electors who are 
made what they are politically, not only by national influences, but also 
by personal associations locally. Where there has been a virile and 
responsibe local Labour party operating, it will have made many loyal 
Labour voters. 

Moreover, there are varying degrees of loyalty. Though there are 
some who will vote for their party irrespective of the local campaign, 

there are others who will only take the trouble to turn out if the local 
party organisation is capable of persuading them. 

It must not be imagined that the high percentage polls of 1950 and 
1951 were achieved only as a result of broadcasting, television and the 
national Press. Local election workers played their part too, and where 
they did it well the poll was higher than where they did it not so well. 

The task facing Labour Party members in this General Election is to 
win a majority of seats and to poll a majority of the total votes cast. In 
accomplishing this task, not only is it necessary to ensure that every 
known Labour supporter votes in the marginal constituencies, but also 
that every known Labour supporter votes in the Labour strongholds 
and in the hopelessly reactionary constituencies as well. 
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GENERAL ELECTION TIME-TABLE 


1955 P 
MAY i Sel: 
Fri. 6th if Proclamation mi ay ad we 0 
Sat. 7th ye Writs Received .. Sc a . 1 
SUN. 8th wz. 
Mon. 9th fe 2 
Tue. 10th .. Notice of Election by 4 p.m. at latest 3 
Wed. IIth ae 4 
Thu. 12th .. Last day for A.V. applications 5 
Fri 13th 6 
Sat. 14th 7 
SUN. [5th SE — 
Mon. l6th  .. —_ Last Day for Nominations, Consent, Appointment 8 
of Election Agent, Withdrawals, Objections 
Tue. [7th 9 
Wed. 18th Postal Vote Time-Table 10 
Two days’ notice to be given by R.O. re issue of 

Thu. 19th . A.V. Ballot Papers. I 
Fri. 20th os Notice to R.O. re appointment of agents to be 12 
via di ie ir, ah astirsin aret bal ii re opening o 
SUN. 22nd... of A.V. Ballot Boxes. = 
Mon. 23rd a 14 
Tue. 24th .. ~— Last Day for appointment of P. & C. Agents .. 15 
Wed. 25th a Last Day for registration of cars with R.O. e 16 
Thu. 26th + POLLING DAY " os oo Ly 17 
JUNE Last day for : After (Declaratil 
Thu. 9th By Claims to be received by Election Agent ne 14 
Thu. 23rd A} Payments to be made by Election Agent i 28 
Thu. 30th  .. — Return and Declaration by Election Agent e 35 


Candidate’s Declaration—within seven days of 
Agent transmitting his Return and Declaration. 


NOTES: After the declaration of the result of the Poll the 
counting of days is consecutive, so Sundays must be included. 


Where the Declaration of Poll is made on the following 
day (Friday, 27th May) another day can be added for 
Claims, Payments, and Return. 
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RALLY ALL THE 


HE average membership of Con- 
stituency Labour Parties last 
year was estimated at 1,508, yet the 
vumber of people who actually share 
n the work of a constituency party, 
even at election times, is only a small 
raction of this figure. 

While it is true that many members are 
ontent to allow others to do the donkey 
vork and to limit their contribution to 
heir membership subscriptions and an 
yccasional attendance at a meeting, there 
ire many others who would be willing to 
lo some work if approached to do so and 
f it was within their experience and 
sapability. 

There are many jobs needing to be done 
n a General Election campaign and at 
he very beginning there should be a 
lrive to recruit workers for these jobs. 


* * * 


Public activity in an election can start 
oo early, but there is nothing to stop the 
candidate and his wife, or others, calling 
yn members for the purpose of drawing 
hem into active participation later in the 
-ampaign. 

If a personal call on each member is 
mpracticable, a letter could be sent, des- 
ribing the kind of work to be done and 
isking the member whether he would be 
yrepared to undertake a job. The letter 
should describe the jobs to be done in 
imple language so as not to make them 
ippear too formidable. 

A duplicate postcard can be used for the 
eply, and though many will not be 
eturned, postage should be prepaid. 

‘Having discovered those members who 
ire prepared to help, do see that they are 
siven a suitable job. There is nothing 
more annoying than to be ignored after 
you have made the effort and volunteered. 

A follow up visit to volunteers by the 
lerk in charge of the local Committee 
200m, or some other official, is essential, 
ind may well result in finding that the 
olunteer is able to do jobs other than 
hose he specified. Also you may find 
hat there are other people in his house 
villing to help too. 


HELP YOU CAN 


_As well as asking for help in writing up, 
distributing literature, canvassing, etc., 
an appeal should be made to members to 
display window bills and posters. The 
Town and Country Planning Act has 
tended to reduce the number of hoard- 
ings, and those that remain are usually 
occupied by long-term commerical 
advertising. 

Fly posting is, of course, strictly pro- 
hibited, but during an election posters 
may be displayed on property, with the 
permission of the occupier or owner. 

In finding suitable sites the help not 
only of members but supporters also can 
be sought. Where a known supporter has 
an end house in a row he should be 
approached personally for use of the 
blank wall. 

In some cases the supporter will wish 
to do his own pasting and in such cases, 
let him. Though it is preferable for the 
job to be done by really experienced 
people, it is better always that the pasting 
be done while the householder is present. 

One Constituency Labour Party has 
appointed ,a Constituency Poster Site 
Organiser, who co-ordinates the activities 
of the ward Poster Site Officers! It is 
hoped that even though this constituency 
has practically no hoardings a_ bright 
show will be made with Labour posters. 


* * * 


The more members and supporters who 
actually take part in’ the campaign, the 
more lively it will be—and the better the 
turn-out on polling day. 

The workers are there, if only the effort 
is made to find them, and those who once 
have worked in an election not only are 
more ready to take part in other elections, 
council as well as Parliamentary, but 
some of them, having made friends with 
party workers during the election cam- 
paign, will themselves join the party’s 
key workers afterwards. 

It is most important that a record be 
kept of those who have given assistance 
by displaying posters, or in any other 
way during an election, so that after 
polling day a letter of thanks can be 
addressed to them. People appreciate a 
gesture of this kind and friendships will 
be cemented. 


ORDERING ELECTION MATERIA 
by Don Alger 


N view ofthe chance of an early 
General Election, it is important 
to stress once again the points which 
are essential to efficiency in the 
ordering from Headquarters of 


literature and other election material. 

It cannot be too strongly emphasised 
that it is in the interests of the constitu- 
ency parties as well as of Headquarters to 
avoid delay. It is probable that very 
short notice of the General Election will 
be given. 

Immediately this notice is given the 
Election Agent should ascertain his re- 
quirements and send a written order to 
the Publications Department. Time will 
be short; orders will be dealt with in strict 
rotation. Therefore, the earlier and’ the 
more complete they are the better for all 
concerned. 

Mr. Morgan Phillips has already cir- 
cularised all Constituency Labour Parties, 
urging that consideration should be given 
to the possibility of ordering now certain 
material which is already available. Such 
material (as described and priced on the 
list which accompanied the circular) can 
be ordered and kept in stock by the 
Constituency Labour Party and made 
ready for use whenever the General 
Election occurs. 


ORDER IN ADVANCE 


The benefit of advance ordering is two- 
fold. It helps forward the preparations of 
the Constituency Labour Parties and it 
relieves the heavy pressure on the Despatch 
Department during the Election. 

The material, which is available now 
and should be ordered quickly, includes 
pamphlets, leaflets and posters on the 
postal vote. We are all aware of the 
supreme importance of this vote. Inability 
to get a large number who were entitled 
to a postal vote properly registered cost 
us a number of seats at the last Election. 

This is a matter of the utmost serious- 


ness. On the polling of our full postal 
vote the result of the General Election 
may well depend. Our action in this 
field can determine whether or not we 


shall have a Labour Government. 


Moreover, all postal voters must 
registered at the latest by the twelfth 
before Polling day. This is only two day 
after the Notice of Election is publishe: 
There are, therefore, the strongest reason 
for ordering material relating to the post! 
vote now. | 

Material purchased by the Constituenc¢ 
Labour Party now can be bought fro9 
this party by the Election Agent and 
cost included in his election accounts 4 
the law demands. 

During the Election campaign all orde: 
for literature, etc., must be made by t 
Election Agent. Orders cannot be accepte 
from other party officers. 

The fact that responsibility for orde 
must be taken by the Election Agent p 
sonally must be made known by him 7 
all the constituent bodies (Local Labov 
Parties, Ward Committees, etc. etc 
which are concerned in the election. 


USE OFFICIAL FORM 


The Accounts and Despatch Depa 
ments at Headquarters can only respo 
promptly to the flood of orders during tl 
election campaign if these are sent on th 
official order forms which are supplied fd 
every publication issued. 

To sort out orders given in letters or 
odd pieces of paper causes a great de2 
of delay, not only in accounting but i 
getting the material ordered into tH 
hands of the proper Election Agent. 

Every moment is precious. 

Details of the orders given on the officid 
order forms must also be kept in tk 
Agent’s Order Book, so that he has 
record of his commitments and c 
include all the charges in his Return « 
Election Expenses. 

It has happened on many occasions i 
the past that two or more orders hav 
been received from the same constituenc 
for the same material. Sometimes th 
has occurred by mistake, only one ordd 
being genuine. Sometimes further quaz 
tities of the material concerned hav 
actually been required. To verify tH 
genuineness of a doubtful order is oft 
a matter of great difficulty. If, therefor 
an order is sent for a further quantity ¢ 


1aterial already supplied, such an order 
vust be clearly marked ‘supplementary 
rder’. = 

So much confusion, delay and dis- 
ppointment has been caused in the past 
y orders given on the telephone or by 
legram that it has been necessary to rule 
lat; except in cases of grave emergency, 
rders given by these means will not be 
ccepted. 

In justice to every Election Agent there 
an be no departure from the principle 
aat orders in writing will be fulfilled in 
rict rotation. Where, because of a really 
rious emergency, an order must be given 
y telephone or telegram, the Agent must 


see that a confirmation (clearly marked 
as such) is sent in writing immediately 
afterwards. , 

The address to which material ordered 
is to be sent must be clearly stated. The 
address must be of a place at which 
delivery is possible at all times of the day. 
On previous occasions delay has occurred 
through requests for parcels to be sent to 
Labour Committee Rooms, Labour Halls 
and Labour Offices which have not been 
open at the time of delivery. 

Wherever possible cash should be sent 
with orders. Cheques and Postal Orders 
must be made payable to ‘The Labour 
Party’ and must be properly crossed. 


The Rise of the Trade Unions 


Magnificent 
Journey 


by FRANCIS WILLIAMS 
15/- 
SPECIAL CHEAP EDITION 


for Trade Union 
and Labour Party members 


8/6 


Please mention your Trade Union or 
Constituency Labour Party when 
ordering the cheap edition 


LABOUR PARTY BOOKSHOP 


TRANSPORT HOUSE, SMITH SQUARE, S.W.1 


Charles Knight & Co. Ltd., advise 
us that they will send a free supple- 
ment to all customers who already 
possess the third edition of ‘The Law 
Relating to Local Elections’. The 

_supplement brings the edition com- 
pletely up to date. 

Applications, enclosing stamped 
addressed envelope, should be 
addressed to 11-12 Bury Street, St. 
Mary Axe, London, E.C.3. 


New Agents 


HE National Executive Committee has 
recently approved the following 
agency appointments: 


MR. W. FRANCIS—as Secretary-Agent 
for Basingstoke. Mr. Francis, who is 48, 
was full-time agent at Spelthorne for five 
years and has been full-time agent at 
Brighouse and Spenborough since 1954. 


MR. A. DOWLING —as Secretary- 
Agent for Holborn and St. Pancras South. 
Mr. Dowling has been a full-time agent 
for five years, serving at East Ham South, 
Watford, Glasgow City and _ South 
Worcestershire. He is 44. 


Buy these two 
important publications 
@ Election Charts and Forms 
| /2d. post free 


@ Practical Illustrations of 
Committee Rooms 
| /8d. post free 
Obtainable from the Publications Dept. 


THE LABOUR PARTY » TRANSPORT HOUSE 
SMITH SQUARE - - - S.W.1 


COUNTRY SEATS MUST BE WO 
by D. GARNETT 


Vi ANY are the problems which 
ms beset us in the rural areas. 
Take a typical county constituency 
of some 500 square miles covering 
100 parishes and three small towns. 
Consider the complexities of organ- 
isation in coping with alphabetical 
registers. Yet we must capture 
many of these former bastions of 
Conservatism if a Labour Govern- 
ment next time is to become a 
reality. 

What can be done to overcome the 
difficulties. It is apparent that elections, 
especially in rural areas, are not won 
during the all-too-short campaign period. 

Planning and preparation beforehand 
is vital. Some six or more key people 
should be chosen. In addition to the 
Agent, Central Committee Room officers 
should comprise at least a Meetings 
Officer (meetings are still important in 
villages), and Canvass and Writing 
Officer, not forgetting the all-important 
typist. 

Having divided the constituency into 
five or six areas the same number of sub- 
Agents (designated Clerks) need to be 
appointed. Geographical considerations 
demand the use of a car in each case. 

Now the organisation at lower level. A 
‘must’ is a marked register. Canvassing 
is a problem, but it is practicable almost 
everywhere to secure reliable markings. 
Every Constituency Labour Party should 
prepare a list of polling districts together 
with names of contacts, in many cases 
the local Agricultural Workers’ Secre- 
tary. The marking must be done prior to 
the election because postal vote registra- 


tion must receive attention. When the 
election starts it is too late! 
A word about postal votes. Removals 


are usually easy to trace. The chap who 
has moved from one parish to another, 
maybe two miles or even less, is entitled 
to vote by post. Elderly people who live 
perhaps two miles from the polling 
station may find it a physical impossi- 
bility to walk. In any case we are seri- 
ously limited for cars. The young man or 


young woman who gets married andy 
moves a couple of villages away. Theg 
lorry driver or similar mobile worker 
often away from home for two or threeg 
days. These instances and others will beg 
readily located as a result of a caref 


scrutiny of the register. 
Providing prior preparations have beenp 


made the campaign should go reasonablyy 
smoothly. Each sub-Agent will look after 
20 to 25 villages. His will be the respon- 
sibility for arranging delivery of electione 
specials or other leaflets. He also takes 
care of local arrangements for meetings, 
publicity, stewarding, etc. In this type of 
constituency these jobs cannot be doneg 
from the Central Committee Room. 

Earlier it was mentioned that meetingss 
are essential in the villages. 
porters expect to see the candidate. 
deed, attendances are much bigger thans 
those in the towns in relation to the elec- 
torate involved. 

These days meetings serve to enthuses 
our supporters, and great benefit can bes 
derived from getting our people togethers 
after the meeting to plan polling dayy 
organisation. In this way , organisational 
weaknesses can be overcome. 

On polling day comes the culmination 
of all this preparatory work. It is theg 
time when in the marginal constituency 
We can succeed or fail. 

Try to get a Committee Room in each: 
village. Try to get the gates manned. Thez 
latter is psychologically good. But don’ 
have people checking at the expense off 
knocking up. That is the most vital jobs 
of all. 

In this article, central organisation, 
publicity or the legal side has not been 
mentioned. These matters vary little ass 
between county and borough constituen-- 
cies, but in almost every other respect 
very real organisational problems exist. 

The labour force in terms of people: 
with unlimited time to spare is exceed-: 
ingly small. Lack of telephones in 
villages greatly hampers us. 

We have, however, got the enthusiasm: 
of our own supporters. That enthusiasm: 
can move mountains and we must har- 
ness it to our political organisation. In 
that way victory can be secured in a: 
number of rural constituencies. 
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All supporters must be traced 


VERY responsible officer of a 

Constituency Labour Party would 
agree without hesitation that one of 
the most vital jobs to be done is the 
tracing of Labour supporters entitled 
to claim a postal vote. This is parti- 
cularly true of the marginal seats. 

It is not an easy task by any means, 
unless a constituency has an up-to-date 
marked-up register. Unhappily this is 
not the case in many constituencies. 

All officials who have done a good job 
on the postal vote are agreed that it is 
not just a question of tracing the voter 
with a claim but getting right down to 
the job of helping the claimant to fill in 
the appropriate R.P.F. Form and finally 
making quite certain that the claim 
reaches the Election Registration Officer. 

With the last day for claims being the 
twelfth day before polling day, there is 
little chance to add claims to the Absent 
Voters’ List through the medium of the 
canvass, which at that stage of the cam- 
paign is only just under way. 

Some constituencies may have traced a 
fair number of potential postal voters 
through the Local Government election 
campaign canvass, but everywhere it is 
likely there still will be a lot of ground 
to cover. What about seeking the help 
9f inactive members? Many agents will 
oe sending out a general appeal for help. 
Why not enclose a special letter on the 
following lines, asking members to give 
ast minute assistance on the postal vote? 

Dear Colleague, 

We feel sure you will give us all the 
help you can during the General Elec- 
tion campaign, but there is a very 
special and urgent job you could do for 
us by return of post. 

“ For one reason or another many 

electors are entitled to claim a postal 

vote, and many are unaware of the fact. 

Have you any neighbours you know 
to be Labour sympathisers who could 
claim a postal vote on one of the follow- 
ing grounds, and have not yet done so? 

“yz. A neighbour whose job takes him or 
her away from home so as to make it 
impossible to vote in person? For 
example, a long-distance train or lorry 
driver, or commerial traveller. 

You may have a neighbour who at 

the time of the election is on shift 
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work which would prevent his voting 
in person. 

-A neighbour who is permanently or 
temporarily sick. A person need 
not be bedfast, but so incapacitated 
that it is not possible to get to the 
polling station. The elector who 
could not vote unaided at the polling 
station is also entitled to a postal 
vote. You may have a neighbour 
who is expecting to go into hospital 
any day and therefore may not be 
able to vote in person on polling day. 
. A new elector who has come into your 
neighbourhood from another 
borough, urban district, or parish, 
may claim a postal vote at a parlia- 
mentary election on the grounds of 
removal. 

There are other grounds on which a 
claim can be made, but these are the 
main ones. 

Think this over very quickly if you 
have such neighbours; slip along and 
make sure they know they can claim a 
postal vote and have done so. If not, 
will you kindly fill in the attached form 
and post to me immediately. 

Your help to trace postal voters 
quickly will be a splendid way of giving 
help to us in this vital General Election 
campaign. Your assistance will be 
greatly appreciated. 

There are only a few days in which 
to do this job so “he who helps quickly 
helps twice”. 

Yours sincerely, 
Secretary-Agent. 


To the Labour Agent. 
Dear Colleague, 

The following appear to be eligible 
to claim a postal vote on the grounds 
indicated: 

Name 
Address 


Name 
Address 
Grounds for claim 
Signed 
INGKebR ES 30 cca eseueookodseonabene sans 
It is recognised this would be a rush 
job in the event of a Spring election, but 
it would be especially worth while doing 
in a marginal seat. 


GOOD 
DOORSTEP 
TACTICS 


W HAT is the canvass for? Not to 
convert to our cause — but to 
find out where the faithful are. 


‘Radio and television much more 
than the Press nowadays will decide 
the topical issues and will swing mass 
opinion but it is the canvasser’s job to 
winkle out every socialist and sym- 
pathiser—one by one—so that they 
can be pulled out in massive strength 
on polling day. 

The good canvasser is the fast mover. 
If you are held up for fifteen or thirty 
minutes telling him or her the difference 
between ‘A’ and ‘B’ or maybe ‘C’— 
explaining why the Bank Rate has gone 
up or why exports have gone down, then 
probably you’ve been played for a sucker 
by an intelligent Tory with a sense of 
humour. 


In the South, they will start the can- 
vass straight away, in the North they like 
it to follow the first delivery of literature. 
But the approach should be the same: 
“Good evening! Ive called for Mr. 
Pannell," the Labour candidate. Can we 
have your vote for him on polling day, 
Thursday, May 19th?” (or whatever it is). 
Then you’ve told them everything. 

Always mention your candidate’s 
name—never mention the Tory— 
don’t give him any advertisement. If 
the householder is one of us he’ll say 
right away, “You bet! Count me in.” 

Or whatever is the local equivalent. 


If he is as sure and eager as this, follow 
up by saying, “Will you put a card in 
your window, it will save you the trouble 
of being called on again by the other 
side?” 

If he waxes still more enthusiastic, tell 
him where the Committee Room is—see 
that he is ‘with us’ as well as ‘of us’. 

Don’t forget to say, “What about Mrs. 


go 


Brown?” Don’t get too matey right away 
by referring to the ‘old trouble and strife’ 
or ‘the missus’. Don’t always assume 
that a couple who live easily together | 
necessarily vote the same way. ‘Treat, 
them as individuals and tick or put an> 
‘F’ on your card or sheet for each one. 

Where they are really Labour, try with | 
a word or two to make them think that? 
their personal help will make all the_ 
difference—as it well may. 


Where you get an unfavourable recep-— 


by Charles Pannell 


tion which can vary from courtesy and| 
friendliness to hostility and downright: 
rudeness, probably a firm “No thank you,, 
we’re voting Conservative’, just thank_ 
them for their frankness, say “Good. 
evening”, and don’t forget to close the: 
gate. 


It is a great advantage to your 
candidate to keep the campaign as 
clean and friendly as possible — it’s 
no help to him to have someone say, 
“Such a rude man called on me, from 
the Labour Party, of course!!” 


These are the straightforward examples; 
and remember that you have to call on ai 
great variety of types—the young and the: 
very old; you really do need to use a little: 
practical psychology. Treat them all ont 
the level—with respect, but not witht 
patronage or humility, and with a touchi 
of pride for the cause you plead. 


The difficult ones are the ‘doubtfuls’.. 
Those~ who say, “The ballot is secret, I 
never disclose my intention.” You cant 
write such down as ‘against’. Then there: 
are those who say, “Pll wait until my’ 
husband comes home.” She’s probably’ 
‘against’ but better see the husband. 


There are many variations on _ this} 
theme. But where there is a genuine? 
‘floater’, tell him where our meetings are,, 
when our national speakers will be on the: 
air, ask him to read our election address, , 
and, best of all, if the candidate is avail-- 
able, call him. 


I like the idea of a ‘Candidate’s Can-- 
vass’. Let all your party workers know’ 
where their champion will be at a given) 
time every afternoon—say 2.30. All this: 
should be fixed in the same locality as the’ 
meeting you are holding that same even-- 
ing. The handbills or ‘throw aways’’ 


advertising this will be available and 
your potential M.P. will be there and, 
most important, his wife will be there. 
Make it a show of strength and, 
plenty of enthusiasm and activity— 
a friendly invasion— something to 
breed confidence—to encourage and 
inspire. These are souls to be saved 
not heretics to be burned. The next 
election will be a soldier’s battle. 
_ Put not your trust in meetings, for not 
more, perhaps, than five per cent of the 
electorate will come. | Not many good 
candidates are worth more than 500 per- 
sonal vyotes—_a bad one can lose many 
more. [ 
We—all of us—are but the instruments 
of a mighty purpose, each doing his or 
her very best—-it is on the canvasser 
rather than the candidate on whom 
ultimate victory depends. 
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SUT TEE 


CANDIDATES _ 


TTT 


HE following were endorsed as 

prospective Parliamentary Candi- 
dates at the March meeting of the 
National Executive Committee: 


Wokingham te. Mor) G. Boston 
Plymouth, Sutton Mrs. L. A. 

Middleton 
Woodford Mr. Keith Milner 
Stroud Mr. R. W. Evely 
Bristol, 

North West Mr. T. C. Boyd 
Bristol, West Mr. W. H. Johnson 
Winchester ... Mr. J. G. Ridley 
Barnet AG Vitae. Eyam 
South West Herts. Mr. W. Thomas 

--Darwen 7 Boe Vir. Roiidaines 
Crosby Mr. E. J. Adams 
Surbiton fe eit no |G Richards 
Sheffield, Hallam Mr. J. Marsden 
Inverness .. ... Mr. D. Thompson 
Glasgow, Craigton Mr. B. Millan 
Glasgow, 

Woodside Mr. J. McGinley 
Edinburgh, 

Pentlands Mr. D. Connell 
Edinburgh, West Mr. J. A. C. 
Thomson 


Roxburgh, Selkirk 


and Peebles Mr. L. A. Morrison 


ol 


THE FOLLOWING HAVE BEEN RESELECTED 
AS A RESULT OF REDISTRIBUTION : 


Crewe 

Plymouth, 
Devonport 

Bristol, Central ... 

Bristol, South East 

Manchester, 
Exchange 

Manchester, 
Openshaw 


Brierley Hill 
Cannock 
Lichfield and 
Tamworth 
Walsall, North ... 
Wednesbury 
Birmingham, 
Aston 
Birmingham, 
Northfield 


Birmingham, 
Sparkbrook 


Birmingham, 
Yardley 
Colne Valley 
Leeds, South East 
Leeds, West 
Central Ayrshire 
Glasgow, 
Bridgeton 
Glasgow, Gorbals 
Central Edinburgh 


ak 


Mr. S. S. Allen, a.c. 
Mr. M. M. Foot 

Mr. S. S. Awbery 
Mr. A. N. W. Benn 


Mr. W. Griffiths 


Mr. W. R. 

Williams 
Mr. C. J. Simmons 
Miss J. Lee 


Mr. J. W. Snow 
Mr. W. T. Wells 
Mr. S. N. Evans 


Mr. J. Silverman 


Mr. W. D. 
Chapman 

Wiberg des Ibs i. 
Shurmer 


Mr. H. C. Usborne 
Mr. W. G. G. Hall 
Miss A. Bacon 

Ninian Gaeeannell 
Mr. A. C. Manuel 


Mr. J. Carmichael 
Mrs. A. Cullen 
Mr. T. Oswald 


CO-OPERATIVE CANDIDATES 


RUNNING IN 


ASSOCIATION 


WITH THE LABOUR PARTY 


Wolverhampton, 
South West 


Mr. L. H. Burgess 


THE FOLLOWING HAVE BEEN RESELECTED 
AS A RESULT OF REDISTRIBUTION : 


Stoke on Trent, 
North 
Sheffield, 
Hillsborough 
Glasgow, 
Springburn 


Mrs. H. Slater 
Mr. G. Darling 


Mr. J. C. Forman 


HAVE just had some encouraging 

news from my old constituency— 
Shrewsbury — a county constituency 
with nearly three-quarters of its 
electorate in the borough, and the 
remainder in the Atcham Rural 
District which completely surrounds 
Shrewsbury. 


Despite frequent efforts before and since 
the war, we never succeeded in establish- 
ing local parties in more than the three 
larger villages of Bayston Hill, Minsterley 
and Pontesbury. In the remaining 
hundred or so small villages and hamlets 
(most with only a handful of electors) our 
attempts, even to make individual con- 
tacts, continually failed. 

Even the Agricultural Workers’ Union 
branches, though affiliated for many 
years, were still not represented at our 
party meetings when I left in 1949. Our 
efforts to find supporters who were pre- 


pared to “come out in the open” seemed 
doomed to permanent failure. 
Recently, however, the party gave 


further thought to this problem. Learning 
of the Regional Council’s modest scheme 
for assistance to ‘difficult’ constituencies, 
they decided to ask for financial help to 
cover transport and literature costs. They 
could—they said— find their own can- 
vassers—and they did. 

A new delegate to the General Com- 
mittee, Arthur Fincham, a N.U.G.M.W. 
Branch Secretary, now living at Atcham, 
was prepared to contest the Wroxeter 
Electoral Division if some preliminary 
work could be done from Shrewsbury. So 
it was decided that the canvass effort 
should be concentrated in that area. 

Shropshire had its share of snow—and 
floods—at the time, but that did not pre- 
vent two car-loads venturing forth on 
three Saturday afternoons, accompanied 
by Geof. Allen, the Prospective Parlia- 
mentary Candidate, complete with loud- 
speaker. 

It may sound trivial to report that 1,000 
Town and Country Posts and a similar 
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Rural England Awakes 


by G. H. Williams 
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number of leaflets were delivered, but it” 
took over 100 ‘man-hours’ to reach 1,000 _ 
homes and the cars ‘clocked’ some 600° 
miles each journey. 

But it was worth it—for this time there 
was a difference. Our canvassers found | 
villagers prepared to announce their sup-— 
port for Labour, and a number of contacts | 
offered to sort out alphabetical registers 
into walking order, and deliver literature. | 
At least one new party, at Cross Houses, 
is being formed. | 

In the subsequent county election, 
Arthur Fincham polled 416 votes against 
the 753 polled by the Tory-cum-Inde- 
pendent. This was the first-ever political 
contest in the division, and the size of 
the Labour vote was most encouraging. 

But more important, apart from direc- 
tion by the constituency honorary . 
secretary, the actual campaign and polling 
day organisation was run entirely by the 
people who had been contacted during the 
preliminary canvass. Only the candidate 
had previously been a member of the 
Party. 

Some readers may visualise this area 
when I mention that it includes the re- | 
mains of the Roman City of Uriconium, 
and is bordered on the east by the Wrekin 
and on the south by Wenlock Edge. The 
Tory councillor is a very prominent 
agriculturist and, amongst other things, 
can claim to have been Champion Bow- 
man of England! One gathers that he 
still thinks there was something rather 
improper about his being opposed. 

What really convinced our Shrewsbury 
colleagues that this rural awakening is a 
reality was the display of 100 window 
bills by electors who publicly proclaimed 
their support for a Labour candidate. 

You may think that this is all very well, 
but I know of many constituency parties 
in this and other Regions who, having 
experienced the same disappointments as 
Shrewsbury, succumbed to the temptation 
to “write such districts off”. 

It is to such comrades that I commend 
this modest effort as an indication that 
really rural England is indeed awakening. 


; 


An evening at home with friends* 
by MORRIS JANIS 


[t is not much use holding regular 

‘public’ meetings at which the 
public do not put in an appearance. 
In most areas, unless the speaker is 
one of a very small number of 
‘celebrities’, the same faithful sup- 
porters show up and the unconverted 
or the passive public are conspicuous 
by their absence. 

_ ‘Brains Trusts’ promise a livelier even- 

ing, and as a consequence attract a bigger 

audience. Even with these, however, the 
team must have ‘names’ to draw. 

Village suppers have been successful in 
at least one constituency in Buckingham- 
shire, and no doubt many constituencies 
have found other ways of reaching the 
public who will not attend ordinary 
meetings. 

In Luton, we have had a fairly success- 
ful series of house meetings. These have 
been very easy and inexpensive to organ- 
ise, and have most certainly served their 
intended purpose of enabling me to meet 
and talk to a large number of people who 
would not attend a public meeting. 

The success of meetings of this kind, in 
private houses, depends almost entirely on 
their informality. It is an evening at 
home with friends and neighbours, and if 
they are to be comfortable and feel at 
ease there must be no pomposity or 
apparent organisation. 

Where possible, it is preferable for the 
Party Secretary to approach suitable 
members to hold these meetings in their 
homes. Alternatively, a request can be 
made at General Committee or Ward 
Meetings. The instructions to the host 
should be very brief and simple: 

1.To ask a sufficient number of neigh- 

bours to be comfortably seated in his 
sitting room. The invitations should 
be made personally a few days before 
the meeting and he should try to 
include neighbours who are not party 
members. 

. The invitation is to meet and have a 
chat with Mr. Brown, the prospective 
candidate, or Mr. Smith, the leader of 
the Labour Group on the council. 

.To provide tea or coffee and cakes 
during the evening (except during an 
election). An offer should certainly 


is) 


be made to re-imburse this expense, 
but is most unlikely to be accepted. 

4.To introduce each person as they 
arrive to the others present individu- 
ally, and then to introduce Mr. Brown 
in the same way. 

If Mr. Brown is due to arrive at 8 p.m., 
the other visitors should be asked for 
7.50 p.m. Mr. Brown should not be late, 
and when he is introduced to those present 
he should make a very strong effort to 
remember their names. 


The visitors have come to meet and 
chat with Mr. Brown and will want to 
find out more about him as a_ person. 
They do not expect a political monologue 
from him. They will probably be as 
much interested in news of his family, 
his job, and his hobby as they are in his 
political views, and he might well start 
the conversation by reference to some per- 
sonal matter. 

During the evening he must endeavour 
to guide the talk but not monopolise it. 
He will have to restrain the visitor who 
wants to say too much, or who has a 
particular ‘bee in the bonnet’. He will 
have to encourage the quiet ones, and if 
he has remembered the names it will be 
helpful to say, ““What do you think, Mr. 
Thomas,” to the person who has not 
spoken. 

If conversation does tend to flag, he 
can say that there must be some political 
or other matters on which the visitors 
would like to question him now that they 
have him with them, and ask for 
questions. 

The evening should not go on for too 
long. It is far better to finish early 
rather than have the room gradually 
empty because visitors have to get back 
home for various reasons. Before he 
goes, Mr. Brown should not forget to 
thank his hosts for their kindness and 
co-operation. 

It is not advisable on these occasions to 
press those present into party member- 
ship or active party work. That is 
‘follow-up’ work which should be more 
easy if the evening has been successful. 

The intimacy, friendliness, and inform- 
ality of these house meetings make them 
not only a very useful form of party 
activitv, but also most neighbourly and 
enjoyable occasions. 


This article does not apply to meetings held during the General Election campaign 


93 


Around the Regions 


ALL IN A DAY’S WORK 


S it achievement to really, truly 
and literally put the Press in the 
dock? 


During the Inverness by-election I 
visited the Isle of Skye with the candi- 
date. One night, we had a meeting with 
the crofter weavers who had settled in the 
Portnalong peninsula thirty years before. 
From there, borrowing a lift in the Daily 
Herald correspondent’s car I made the 
journey of 22 miles to Carbost to try and 
hold a meeting there until the candidate 
could arrive. 


We outstripped the rest of the press 
gang, and found about 180 people congre- 
gated around the malt house of the dis- 
tillery. Samples had been put out, and 
as the whisky was down, the interest was 
up. 

The machines in the malt house were 
silenced, and I got the meeting going. 
About half-way through I noticed a smell 
which varied considerably with the malt 
house atmosphere. The London and pro- 
vincial press had arrived looking for 
colour, copy and Carbost whisky. 

Soon after, off I went again in the 
Daily Herald car for a meeting in Portree, 
many miles away, beyond the far Coolins. 
We made it. The other press men were 
still also-rans. The meeting was in the 
island court-house and every seat in the 
public area and the jury box was filled. 
The corridors were packed with people. 


Mrs. MacPherson, the candidate, and 
I took our seats on the bench. Just as 
I had started to speak, there was a com- 
motion at the door, and in struggled a 
group of journalists and camera men. 
The only vacant seats were in the dock, 
and of course I welcomed them to the 
seats of honour. They did look a bit woe- 
begone, but for once they had to grin and 
bear it. 


Through the night I had to write a 
couple of articles for local newspapers and 
off we set in the morning to travel the 38 
miles to Kyleakin Ferry to enable me to 


OF 


reach the train at Kyle of Lochalsh. 


We arrived at the ferry ten minutes — 


before the train was due to go at the 
other side. 

There was a fierce storm blowing and 
the ferry was not running. 

Problem! 
and get on that train for Inverness. First 
we phoned across the water and asked 
the stationmaster to hold the train. He 
blandly asked me if I thought I could 
jump the Sound or swim it. But that was 
a mere detail. 

Two ferrymen were encouraged to 
launch a flat-decked boat, with a mast in 
the middle of it, and a small cabin in 
which the ferrymen could take shelter. 
They tied me complete with baggage and 
oilskins to the mast. 


How to get to the other side ~ 


Less than half-way over, in a turbulent ' 


sea, with waves and spray breaking over 
us, and the boat pitching and waddling 
from side to side, the thought did occur 
to me that there was no landing place at 
the other side and we might be thrown 
on the rocks. 

By virtue of emphatic gestures and 
signals I made this clear to the helmsman 
who could not hear me because of the 
roar of the storm. 

He waved towards the pier and indi- 
cated he would run underneath it and I 
was to jump and catch a suspension lad- 
der dropped from the pier. 

O.K., says I. There was a big crowd of 
people lining the pier. I could make out 


the stationmaster making frantic signals | 


to go back. We paid no attention. 

My first jump missed! But the second 
came off and I was pulled up to terra 
firma. I turned to look down at the boat, 
and as my knees gave way, the station- 
master grabbed me. I remember asking if 
he had held the train. I also remember 
his answer, but it won’t do for repetition 
in the refined language of the Labour 
Organiser. 

However, I got to Inverness all right 
and reported to the agent. He wanted to 
know “who were the two men who came 


in the boat with you?” When I told him 
they were N.U.R. members he said, 
“Don’t you realise you might have lost 
us two votes?” 

The articles were printed. 

After this, the more firma, the less 
terra. 


Scottish W. G. MARSHALL 


Team Work 


[THE East Midlands seems to have done 
better than most areas in the country 
in the county council elections. Our 
losses on the whole seem to have been 
smaller. The following is a summary of 
these elections: 
DERBYSHIRE 
Number of Councillors: 78 * 
Number of Candidates nominated: 66 


Representation Labour Others 
Before election ogy eon 27 
After election Fs 7) 29 


Nett Loss: 2 
HOLLAND 
Number of Councillors: 43 
Number of Candidates nominated: 9 


Representation Labour Others 
Before election a 4 39 
After election aaa 4 39 


No CHANGE 
KESTEVEN 
Number of Councillors: 60 
Number of Candidates nominated: 22 


Representation Labour Others 
Before election ney 4Q 
After election es 45 
Netr Gain: 4 
LEICESTERSHIRE 


Number of Councillors: 66 
Number of Candidates nominated: 24 


Representation Labour Others 
Before election Cure whites 48 
After election cep 52 


Nett Loss: 4 
LINDSEY 
Number of Councillors: 64 
~ Number of Candidates nominated: 23 


Representation Labour Others 
Before election Se Rl 47 
After election oe 16 48 


Netr Loss: 1 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 
Number of Councillors: 67 
Number of Candidates nominated: 39 


Representation Labour Others 
Before election e238 44 
After election je One 46 


Netr Loss: 2 


* Including High Peak, not in our Region. 
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NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 


Number of Councillors: 64 
Number of Candidates nominated: 49 


Representation Labour Others 
Before election 2636 28 
After election a0 28 


No CHANGE 


SOKE OF PETERBOROUGH ** 


Number of Councillors: 34 
Number of Candidates nominated: 23 


Representation Labour Others 
Before election .e 12 20 
After election 4 9 25 


Netr Loss: 2 
RUTLANDSHIRE 
Number of Councillors: 21 
Number of Candidates nominated: 1 


Representation Labour Others 
Before election Meare 21 
After election af I 20 


Netr Gain: 1 


I am not suggesting that much comfort 
can be obtained from the results but we 
seem to have stood firmer than most. 

Going round these elections both during 
the campaign and on the yarious polling 
days it was quite obvious we were not 
going to make gains. I am sure this fact 
had nothing to do with policy, either 
local or national. It was simply due to 
the fact that party workers did not turn 
out either during the campaign or on 
polling day. 

We have to recapture our workers’ 
enthusiasm if we are to win both the May 
elections and the much talked of General 
Election. This I am sure can be done, 
but we must start now. That duplicated 
letter saying the committee room is now 
open is not sufficient. 

All our candidates should now be visit- 
ing,our key people and workers winning 
their enthusiasm for the fight. They 
should be given details of the campaign 
and be made to feel they are part of it. 

I think we make a great mistake in 
de-centralising our election work so much. 
We lose the spirit of an election that way. 
Taking the canvassing cards and election 
material to all our workers at home, with 
the result that they see no one working in 
the campaign, may work in some areas, 
but you get a lifeless election without any 
enthusiasm as a result. 

The central committee room full of 
busy people writing, folding and filling, 
raises enthusiasm and makes our workers 
feel they are part of a team, not isolated 


** Redistribution, two new seats. 


individuals. The canvassing squad 
assembling for work and joking about 
their experiences afterwards helps to make 
the job a pleasure and not a tedious task. 
The extra time spent on the job if the 
canvasser has his cards at home is hardly 
worth considering and J am sure many 
more people would canvass if they felt 
they were one of a team. 


Electioneering need not be a drudge but 
our present techniques seem to make it 
one. Team work and spirit plus enthusi- 
asm wins elections as many famous by- 
elections have proved. Let us start now 
to build up this all-important combina- 
tion for the vital election ahead. 

East Midlands J. CATTERMOLE 


Lesson learnt 


[HE county council elections in Lanca- 

shire took place on Monday, April 4th, 
by which time the general pattern of the 
county election results was clear. Labour 
had lost seats in most of the counties and 
in some cases heavily. Our fears that 
Labour’s majority in Lancashire, won for 
the first time in 1952, and held by the 
bare majority of six, would be lost were 
increased, for it was clear that there was 
general lack of interest in the elections 
throughout the country. 


In the 1949 county elections Labour 
won 35 seats and this was increased in 
1952 to 64 seats, a net gain of 29. These 
gains were made at an election held in 
the middle of the cotton depression when 
the percentage poll at the county elections 
was heavily increased. It was clear that 
the only hope of holding the majority 
was a heavy poll throughout the county. 


It will be gathered that it was with 
some trepidation that we foregathered at 
the regional office to receive the election 
results on the night of April 4th, and our 
feelings can be well imagined when the 
first election result received war a Con- 
servative gain from Labour at Nelson 
South, a seat at which we had an un- 
opposed return in 1952. Here a small 
poll could not be blamed, for there was a 
poll of 56 per cent of the electorate which, 
for cointy elections, was reasonably high. 
Un” cunately there could be no compari- 
son with 1952 as the seat was unopposed. 

By the end of the night 19 seats had 
been lost, 18 to the Conservatives and one 
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to independents, and Labour’s strength ont 
the council had been reduced from 64 to 
46, which, it must be remembered, was a 
better than our representation in 1949. 

It was significant that the majority of: 
the seats lost were lost on a low poll. In: 
the Great Harwood electoral area a poll! 
of almost 69 per cent was secured and| 
Labour’s seat was safely held, but ini 
nearly all the cases where the seats were: 
lost the poll was between 25 per cent and| 
40 per cent. The reason for the loss of° 
seats is clear. Labour failed to poll its; 
potential county council vote. Ani 
examination of 52 seats which were con-- 
tested in both the 1952 and 1955 elections; 
gives these significant features: { 


OS zO55 
Labour 900i. oin7 SiO 16 mipasie280 
Conservative 719 35)312 eso. 


Of the 19 Labour losses, 18 were amongst 
these 52 contests and it will thus be seen) 
that the Conservatives gained 18 seats; 
whilst polling only 899 votes more thant 
in 1952. It would be unwise to draw too) 
firm conclusions from these results but: 
certain lessons should be learnt. 

Firstly, the Labour Party must find! 
some way of convincing the electorate: 
that county elections are as important to) 
them as the urban and borough elections, , 
and for that matter as the General. 
Election. 

Secondly, the Labour Parties themselves ; 
must regard the elections as of equal. 
importance and ensure that election: 
organisation is as fully geared for local _ 
elections as for a General Election. Lack. 
of interest applies not only to the: 
electorate but also to many of the Labour’ 
Parties. 

North West R. C. WALLIS 


No comparison 


‘-E,\ XCEPT that most areas had insuffi-- 

cient party workers, the county’ 
council elections in the West Midlands; 
did not follow a general pattern. Three: 
counties polled on the same day, and in 
these on the whole we held our gains of ' 
1952. 

Herefordshire recorded one gain. We 
had 11 candidates for the 58 seats and 4. 
were returned unopposed. The new- 
council is 5 Labour against 72. 

There was no change in Warwickshire, 
where we had one gain and one loss. Of’ 
the 24 candidates for the 63 seats, 13 were: 


inopposed. Our gain was the unopposed 
eturn of a popular doctor in the new 
narginal constituency of Meriden.~ The 
oss, by only 17 votes, was in the very 
narginal Rugby constituency. 

There can be no real comparison with 
952, for in only 4 of the 11 seats with 
ontests were there elections in both years. 
The new council remains at 15 Labour 
igainst 69. 

Worcestershire returned 2 gains and 4 
osses. Of the 31 candidates contesting 
he 67 seats, 9 were unopposed. One loss 
at Redditch, in the marginal Bromsgrove 
constituency, was due to a drop of 400 in 
the Labour vote and an increase of 100 in 
that of the opposition. 

In another area in the same constitu- 
ency, where our candidate, the sitting 
councillor, has been in a sanatorium for 
many months, our vote was well main- 
tained, but the opposition increased by 
nearly 600 and we had another loss. 

An interesting gain was at Pershore, a 
parish with a town atmosphere. In some 
areas the votes of both parties were up, 
whereas in others both went down. Where 
we had contests, 8 had increased Labour 
yotes and 12 decreased Labour votes, 
against 9 and 11 respectively for the 
opposition. 

Shropshire polled next, and here we had 
4 gains and 1 loss. Two gains were 
in the difficult rural Oswestry constituency 
and two were new seats in Shrewsbury. 
The loss was due to a split in the Labour 
vote. We had 17 candidates, 1 being un- 
opposed, for 59 seats. The new council 
is 10 Labour against 66. 

So after the poll in four counties we 
had a net gain of two. Then came 
Staffordshire! We knew the margin was 
small and that an all-out effort was 
needed to retain control. We had 56 
candidates over the 71 seats, and g were 
unopposed. 

We produced an excellent “Town and 
Country Post’ type Election Special, de- 
voted entirely to Staffordshire material, 
the different candidates having a local 
front page. Thirty-two candidates used 
this, taking 140,000 copies. 

We won only 28 seats and lost 12 and 
gained 2. Two seats fell to independent 

‘Labour candidates. With one exception, 
the other losses were in the Black 
Country, 8 in very strong Labour con- 
stituencies. 

Throughout the county the Labour vote 
generally went down. It dropped in 37 


97 


seats and increased in only 6; the opposi- 
tion figures were 25 and 18 respectively. 

Why this apathy considering the 
splendid achievements of the Labour 
majority and the excellent presentation of 
constructive policy? 

Few people know much of the work of 
the county council, much less of the poli- 
cies of the respective candidates. Local 
influences, personalities, and national 
policies would appear to exercise greater 
influence. Undoubtedly, a few seats were 
lost because of poor party organisation. 

Oxfordshire polled last, and with 3 
results to come give us 1 gain and 2 losses, 
one of which was a present to the opposi- 
tion, the sitting Labour Councillor with- 
drawing at the last moment! Polls were 
very small, with votes on both sides down. 

The net result in the region is that we 
lost control of Staffordshire, and over the 
entire six counties had a net loss of 9 
(11 gains, 20 losses), as against a net gain 
in 1952 of 26 (29 gains, 3 losses). 

West Midlands H. R. UNDERHILL 


Wrexham By-election 


F the by-election at Wrexham, which 

took place on the 17th March, very 
little has been written or heard, and so, 
as the Agent for the said by-election, I 
can assume that the result was satisfactory 
from Labour’s point of view. 

During the preparatory work we were 
confronted with some very wintry weather 
and in order to submit nomination forms 
and deposit {150 it was necessary for the 
candidate and me to travel a return jour- 
ney of approximately 40 miles over moun- 
tains and moors, travelling for some 
distance through two walls of snow which 
were in themselves much higher than the 
car in which we travelled. It was the 
first day that this particular road had been 
opened after being snowbound for some 
time. However, I am glad to say that 
before the campaign itself opened properly 
the snow in the towns and villages had 
almost cleared away. 

The candidate, Mr. Idwal Jones—a 
schoolmaster—was selected on February 
17th and the writ for the by-election was 
received on February 24th. There was, 
therefore, little time between the selection 
of the candidate and the election cam- 
paign, and this might have been an 
advantage to us, who knows? I worked 
out a plan for the election campaign and 


adhered to the plan as near as it is 
humanly possible to adhere to plans 
during short campaigns. 

Statt—At the Central Committee Room 
we had an officer in charge of the Postal 
Vote and Canvassing; one Meetings 
Officer; a Transport Officer, and Miss 
Roach, my colleague, acted as Women’s 
Officer. We also had an excellent short- 
hand-typist. In addition to the above we 
secured the services of officers of the 
Constituency and Local Labour Parties in 
various Capacities. 

Postal Vote.—As far as the applications 
for postal votes were concerned, energies 
were concentrated upon Hospitals, Homes 
for the Aged, etc. 

Canvassing.—Some canvassing has been 
done in the past, but has left much 
to be desired. A special effort was made 
to get as much canvassing done as possible, 
but one of our main difficulties was that 
although people would do the canvassing 
they did not care to submit their canvass 
returns daily to the Central Office. How- 
ever, it is fair to assert that quite a sub- 
stantial amount of canvassing was done. 

Public Meetings.— The Conservatives 
and Welsh Nationalists rushed to organise 
public meetings as soon as possible after 
the writ was received. 

We did not start meetings until Mon- 
day, March 7th, which meant that we had 
public meetings on eight days only, 
because none were held on the Saturdays 
and Sundays. 

Our first two were held in Wrexham 
and Rhos and it was really pleasing to 
find well attended meetings, for in Wrex- 
ham there were about 200 people and in 
Rhos 600 people. The meetings were 
reasonable well attended throughout, and 
in closing the campaign at Rhos on the 
eve of the Poll we had. 1,100 people in 


one meeting. This gave tremendous 
encouragement. 


Publicity and Advertising. — We used 
the medium of the local Press to publicise 
and advertise our meetings, also a separate 
hand-leaflet distributed to the homes of 
the electors for each meeting, plus the use 
of loudspeaker equipment in selected 
industrial areas. 


Literature. — The voluntary workers 
distributed 25,000 copies of an Election 
Special, plus 10,000 copies of a Head 


Office leaflet, Harder Times, in addition, 
of course, to the leaflets publicising our 
meetings. 

ress Conferences—As and from March 


7th onwards Press conferences were hele 
at 11.30 each morning. The Press repre 
sentatives were advised of these meeting 
and this prevented them taking up a 
time during the day in making approac 

either to the candidate or to the agen 

We found these conferences of grez 
value because the Press representativ 
were able to fire their questions at th 
candidate. 

Loud-speakers. — We had _ two loud 
speaker vans for the last week of the cam 
paign, one was brought down by a Mr. 
Fagan of Barrow and the other we hired 
We were very careful to see that no on: 
went into a loud-speaker van to speak int! 
the ‘mike’ unless he or she had a scripy 
from the office and kept rigidly to ii 
Furthermore, these loud-speaker vant 
were given special areas to cover and wert 
kept away from the Tory areas. I thin) 
the loud-speakers -served a very gooo 
purpose. 

On taking over the agency for the by 
election, I learned that in past elections al 
speakers at public meetings had been sul 
jected to questions and some of the loc 
people thought that the same thing shoul} 
happen during this campaign. I therefo 
sent an advice note to all Local Labo 


Just Published 


CONDUCT 
OF 


PARLIAMENTARY 
ELECTIONS 


(Fourth Edition) 
Price 7/= post free 


This new edition has been extensively 
revised following the 1950 and 1951) 
General Elections. It is up-to-date, in- 
cluding recent changesinR.P. Regulations, , 
the Electoral Registers Act, 1953, etc.. 


THE LABOUR PARTY, TRANSPORT HOUSE 
SMITH SQUARE - - - S.W.I| 


+ 


rties intimating that only one person 
s to be called upon to deal with ques- 
ns throughout the whole of the 
mpaign, and this person would be the 
ndidate. : 

[ am absolutely satisfied that we did the 
rrect thing during the whole of the 
mpaign in concentrating upon what is 
own to us as ‘Labour areas’ and there- 
‘e not disturbing the Tory element in 
cir Own areas. 

The result of the by-election was: 


J. Idwal Jones (Labour) 23,402 
Guthrie Jones 
(Con. and Nat. Lib.) 12,476 
D. E. Morgan 
(Welsh Nationalist) 4,572 
Majority 10,926 


From this it will be seen that we had a 
ajority of 10,926, whereas in the Parlia- 
sntary Election of 1951 we had a 
jority of 14,635. 
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No Pointer 


N the county of Durham, where Labour 
held 74 of the 88 Council seats on the 
unty Council, 84 Labour Candidates 
re nominated. Thirty - six Labour 
ndidates were returned unopposed but 
e-result of the election was a Labour 
s of two seats. One of these was lost 
the narrow margin of three votes, 
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whilst the other was lost to an unofficial 
Labour candidate. All the other seats 
were held by substantial majorities, so it 
can be said that Durham held firm. 
Northumberland faced up to a difficult 
election with the knowledge that a loss 
of five seats would mean the loss of 
Labour control of the County Council. 
When the results were telephoned on the 
night of the election there was excitement 
when three losses were registered, and 
there were only the results of two Labour 
held seats to come. Near midnight news 
came that one had been held and that the 
count for the other would take place the 
following day. When we closed down for 
the night the position was that Labour 
would control the Council even if the 
other seat was lost but only with the cast- 
ing vote of the chairman. However, the 
result of Islandshires Electoral Division 
contest was ‘seat held by Labour’ and so 
Labour has a majority of two on the 


~ Council. 


The results of the elections in Cumber- 
land were one Labour gain and two losses, 
whilst in the North Riding of Yorkshire 
there were one gain and four losses. 

The chief feature in all these elections 
was the general apathy of the electorate, 
as was shown in the small percentage of 
electors voting, and which in this Region 
ranged from 25 per cent to 48 per cent. 
Taking this into consideration the results 


give no real pointer to the General 
Election. 
Northern W. B. LEWCOCK 
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